he Duke Center for Health Policy &
Inequalities Research (CHPIR) started in
1981. The first director was David Eddy, a
PhD and MD mathematician who was the
first to create a methodology for evidence-based
medicine, leading to the first evidence-based clinical
care guidelines. In 1988, David Matchar, a physician
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studies that then lead to policy change
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chosen because they support each other, sharing
nutrients through their roots.

Work during kate’s tenure started with kate’s economic
costing projects and studies on HIV/AIDS disparities,
leading to an Integrated HIV Care tree of intervention
studies. The seeds of these early projects allowed several
investigators including Susan Reif, Rae Jean
Proeschold-Bell, and Sara LeGrand to grow

collaboratively an Integrated Behavioral Health Care tree,

and Jan Ostermann and Nathan Thielman to grow HIV
Testing and Preferences trees while Brian Pence pursued
Treating Depression in HIV.

During a time when global mental health was
under-studied, the CHPIR teams leaned into a joint
focus on physical and mental health, through the
20-year and 5-country Positive Outcomes for Orphan
study led by kate and the 18+ year tree of Clergy
Health led by Rae Jean and then the Clergy Seminary
Lifespan studies led by David Eagle. Meanwhile, a
strong tree of teenage pregnancy prevention was
grown by Genevieve Hunter and Kimberly McNeil.
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An increased focus on mental health followed,
growing the Global Mental Health tree and
supporting not just the absence of disease but the
presence of well-being, as seen in the Flourishing
and Sexual and Gender Minority Well-Being trees.
Public communication efforts are symbolized by the
wind blowing the trees’ leaves, and key collaborators
with their own trees not shown here include Eve
Puffer, Jay Pearson, Carolyn Barnes, and Sumi Gupta
Ariely.

These projects were led not just by PIs, but by skilled
research and program staff, many of whom
shepherded the work for 5, 10, or even 15+ years and
are still in CHPIR in 2025: Amy Hobbie, Beth
Stringfield, Heather Parnell, Andy Weinhold,
Leonard Ng’Eno, Leni Wilson, Jia Yao, Josh Gaghan,
and Logan Tice. We continue to share nutrients and
pollinate new ideas to understand and address health
inequities and the policy structures that serve as
barriers to, and facilitators of, well-being.
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Gaghan, Joy Noel Baumgartner, Katie Sellers, Kelly
Keefe, Kimberly McNeil, Kyle Hamilton, Laura
Hamrick, Laura Sample, Latoya Bethea, Laura Kate
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Lynne Messer, Malaika Beverly, Mary Butler, Max
Masnick, Maya Stephens, Melissa Green, Melissa
McGovern, Micha Belden, Michael Nipper, Morgan
Barlow, Nicole Beckwith, Nicole Smith, Nneka
Molokwu, Nykaysia King, Rachel Blouin, Rachel
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Shykira Farmer, Susan Reif, Taj Morgan, Tamario
Howze, Tanya Bass, Timothy Kim, Tova Hairston,
Trang Nguyen, Tyzie Morning, Whitney Carr, Yeny
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